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Overview of Armenian Residency

As a country that bridges Europe and Asia, Armenia offers a unique blend of
rich history, vibrant culture, and strategic location, making it an appealing
destination for individuals and families seeking new opportunities in an
increasingly globalized world. With a welcoming environment for
entrepreneurs, remote workers, and those with Armenian heritage, Armenia’s
residency programs provide a structured pathway to long-term settlement
and integration.

Key Benefits of Armenian Residency

Choosing Armenian residency opens up a range of personal, professional,
and lifestyle advantages that make Armenia an attractive destination for
diverse groups, from entrepreneurs and digital nomads to families and
individuals of Armenian descent. Below are some of the primary benefits
that Armenian residency can offer:

e Remote Application Option

Armenia offers a remote application option for residency, allowing
applicants to begin the process without the need for immediate physical
presence in the country. This convenience is especially valuable for
international clients managing business or personal obligations abroad.

o Simplified Application Process with Minimal Documentation
Armenia’s residency application process is straightforward and requires
minimal documentation. Applicants need only submit their passport, a
health certificate, and supporting documents for their legal basis, ensuring
a hassle-free and efficient procedure.

e Family-Friendly Residency Options
Armenian residency extends benefits to family members, allowing spouses,
children, and even parents to join residents in Armenia. Family members can
obtain residence permits, and those interested in long-term settlement can
also pursue permanent residency or citizenship pathways.

» Ease of Business Establishment

Armenia has become a hub for startups and small businesses thanks to its
efficient business registration process, minimal bureaucracy, and favorable
regulatory environment. Armenia holds the 47th position out of 190
economies in the World Bank's latest Ease of Doing Business rankings.




e Pathway to Armenian Citizenship
Armenian residency can be a stepping stone to citizenship, which is
available after three years of continuous residency.

e Cultural and Historical Richness

Armenia is one of the world’'s oldest civilizations, with a rich heritage,
vibrant traditions, and diverse landscapes. Residents can immerse
themselves in Armenia’s cultural festivals, historical sites, and unique
cuisine, which adds depth to the experience of living in the country.

» Affordable Cost of Living and Strategic Location

Armenia offers a highly affordable cost of living compared to European
countries, allowing residents to enjoy a high quality of life at a
significantly lower expense. This includes affordable housing, education,
healthcare, and everyday necessities. Moreover, Armenia’s strategic
location ensures excellent regional connectivity, providing direct flights to
European cities as well as easy access to Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
member states such as Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan.

Residency Options to Suit Diverse Needs

Armenia offers three primary types of residency permits, each designed to
accommodate different personal or professional circumstances:

o Temporary Residency Permit (TRC): A renewable, 1-year permit for
individuals with employment, business, or family ties in Armenia.

e Permanent Residency Permit (PRC): A renewable, 5-year permit for
business owners or individuals of Armenian descent.

» Special Residency Permit (SRC): A unique 10-year permit designed
primarily for individuals of Armenian descent and foreign nationals who
have demonstrated significant commitment to Armenia.

Routes to Residency: Criteria and Validity Periods

Residence by Investment Opportunities

Vardanyan and Partners offers an appealing and straightforward
Residency by Investment private initiative, enabling investors and their
immediate families to obtain temporary (1-year) and permanent (5-year)
residence permits. The program is designed to facilitate a smooth
transition for those looking to invest in Armenia, with an application
processing time of within three months. After maintaining residency for
three years, individuals become eligible to apply for Armenian citizenship.




Path to Residency and the Application Process

Investors can access residency through a streamlined application

process. Here’'s how it works:

l.Invest and Register: Make your investment in a qualifying business
and register as a shareholder.

2.Schedule Your Appointment: Book an appointment for application
submission through the Migration and Citizenship Service website.

3.Submit Your Application: Gather necessary documents, including
your passport and medical certificate, and submit them either in
person or via a power of attorney if you are not in Armenia.

4.Receive Your Residence Permit: Applications are processed within 2-3
months, after which you must register your address and obtain a
social security number.

Supporting Rural Communities Through Beekeeping Projects

One prominent example of social investment is the beekeeping initiative
that supports rural families in Armenia. By providing beehives and
essential equipment, the program enables families to generate a stable
income. Participants receive comprehensive support, including:

e Up to 50 beehives to ensure a sustainable source of income.

e Expert guidance on effective beekeeping practices.

e Veterinary assistance to maintain healthy bee colonies.

e Essential equipment such as candlesticks, sugar, medication, tools,
and protective clothing.

Residence Through Employment

Foreign nationals seeking to live and work in Armenia must apply for a
work permit, which also serves as a temporary residence permit valid for
one yeadr and can be renewed annually. This combined permit allows
foreign nationals to legally reside and work in Armenia during this period.
Meanwhile, nationals of EAEU countries are exempt from work permit
requirements.

Step-by-Step Application Process

l.Employer Registers on the Platform: The employer registers on the
Migration and Citizenship Service’s online platform.

2.Employer Initiates Application: Once registered, the employer can

begin the application by submitting required documents for the

employee. The documents include: employee’s passport, letter of

commitment, relevant educational certificates (if applicable), etc.



3. Decision on the Permit: The Migration and Citizenship Service reviews
the application, ensuring the job market assessment is met and
documentation is complete.The standard processing time for a work
permit is 2-3 months.

4. Issuance of Work Permit: Upon approval, the work permit combined with
a temporary residence permit is issued, valid for one year.

Special Process for EAEU Citizens

For EAEU nationals, the process is simpler and does not require a formal
work permit. Instead, they can independently apply for a certificate of
legality of stay. Processing for the certificate of legality of stay is typically 1
to 2 months. This certificate acts as a temporary residency permit with a
one-year validity.

Residence Through Education

Armenia provides a temporary residency option for international students
enrolled in Armenian educational institutions, including primary,
secondary, and higher education. This permit is issued for the duration of
the study program, allowing students to stay in Armenia legally throughout
their academic studies and renew it every academic year.

Step-by-Step Application Process

1.Prepare Required Documents: Gather the necessary documentation:
valid passport, admission letter from the educational institution,
enrollment contract, medical certificate, etc.

2.Submit the Application: Students can submit their applications directly
to the Migration and Citizenship Service in Armenia.

3.Await Approval: The processing time for a temporary residence permit
is typically 2-3 months.

Residence Through Business Activity

Foreign business owners, digital nomads, freelancers, and remote workers
have several pathways to obtain residency in Armenia through business
activity. This option is particularly flexible, with no minimum investment or
income requirements, and it includes provisions for individuals running
both local and online businesses.




Step-by-Step Application Process

1.Register the Business in Armenia: Before applying for a residence permit,
register the business or business activity with the Armenian authorities,
typically through the State Register for Legal Entities. Within 20 days of
registration, the applicant should decide on an appropriate tax regime.

2.Prepare Required Documents: Required documents include: original
passport, medical certificate, business registration documents.

3.Submit the Application: Applications can be submitted directly at the
Migration and Citizenship Service in Armenia either by the applicant or
through an authorized representative.

4.Immigration Interview: Typically, within 2-5 weeks after application
submission, the applicant or their representative will participate in an
interview with a National Security officer to verify the business’s activity.
The officer may ask about the following operational details; tax invoices
and contracts, client and partner payment receipts, advertising
materials, etc.

5.Receive Residency Permit Approval: Application processing generally
takes 2-3 months. For renewals, updated proof of active business
operations and tax compliance are required.

Residence Through Family Connection

Holders of Armenian residence permits have the option to bring immediate
family members to reside in Armenia. Eligible family members include
spouses, children, and parents. Additionally, holders of permanent or special
residence permits may sponsor extended family members, such as siblings,
grandparents, and grandchildren.

Step-by-Step Application Process

1.Prepare Documentation: Collect all required documents, including
original passport, proof of family relationship, medical certificate, etc.

2.Submit the Application: Applications are submitted through the
Migration and Citizenship Service, either in person or by an authorized
representative.

3.Receive Temporary Residency Approval: After 2-3 months from the
submission, family members will be issued a one-year temporary
residence permit.




Renewal and Permanent Residency Eligibility

Initially, family members are limited to one-year temporary residence
permits, which they must renew each year. Family members of special
residency holders and citizens can become eligible for a five-year
permanent residence permit after completing three years of continuous
temporary residency, provided they meet the housing and income
requirements.

Residence Through Ethnicity

Armenia offers a straightforward pathway to residency for individuals of
Armenian descent, allowing them to obtain temporary, permanent, or
special residency permits, or even Armenian citizenship, if they wish.
However, specific formal requirements must be met to confirm Armenian
ethnicity and qualify for residency under this route.

Accepted Proof of Armenian Ethnicity:

 Baptism Certificate: Issued by a recognized Armenian church
organization, certifying the Armenian heritage of the applicant.

e Government-Issued Documents: Certain official documents, such as
birth certificates or family records, may mention Armenian ethnicity and
can be used to verify heritage.

The Armenian government maintains a list of approved church
organizations whose baptism certificates are accepted for residency
applications.

Step-by-Step Application Process

1.Prepare the Required Documents: Before starting the application, ensure
you have the following documents ready: proof of Armenian ethnicity,
valid passport, etc.

2.Submit the Application: Applications are submitted to the Migration and
Citizenship Service. In case of applying for a special residency, the
applicants may also choose to apply at the Armenian embassy or
consulate abroad.

3.Await Approval: Processing times depend on the type of permit being
applied for. For temporary and permanent residency applications based
on Armenian ethnicity, processing generally takes up to 2-3 months. For a
special residency application it may take about 3-4 months.




Residence Through Significant Activities

The special residency is primarily issued to foreign nationals of Armenian
descent; however, in exceptional cases, non-Armenians involved in
economic, cultural, or significant public activities in Armenia may also
qualify.

Applicants should prepare the necessary documents, such as engagement
in Armenian business or cultural activities and passport.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. What are the main requirements for the Armenian residency program?
To qualify for an Armenian residence permit, applicants must have a
legitimate reason, such as employment, business ownership, family ties, or
investment. Requirements may vary depending on the permit type

2. How does the renewal process work for Armenian residency?

Renewal applications must be submitted not less than 30 days before the
permit expires. The process typically requires updated documentation to
confirm the applicant still meets the eligibility criteria.

3. What are the tax implications of becoming a resident in Armenia?

Residency generally leads to tax residency if the individual stays in Armenia
for more than 183 days in a calendar year.

4. Are there any language requirements for residency?
There are no language requirements for residency.
5. Does Armenia require military service for foreign residents?

Residence permit holders do not have military obligations in Armenia.




Why Choose Vardanyan & Partners
Experience and Expertise

Vardanyan & Partners is renowned for its extensive experience in Armenian
law, particularly in guiding clients through complex residency, citizenship,
business registration, and work permit processes. With a strong track
record of success in more than 1,500 cases, the firm has helped clients
from different countries and backgrounds secure their legal status in
Armenia, establish businesses, and navigate the nuances of Armenian
immigration law. Our team of highly qualified attorneys combines local
expertise with a deep understanding of the unique challenges faced by
international clients.

Fast and Fluent Communication

Vardanyan & Partners prioritizes clear and responsive communication to
create a smooth, transparent experience for each client. The firm’s team is
fluent in Armenian, English, and Russian. To enhance accessibility, all
essential documents are provided in two languages.

Adhering to a 24-hour response policy, Vardanyan & Partners ensures
timely replies to all inquiries, whether by email, phone, or messaging
platforms.

Secure Payments

Our firm offers secure transactions with multiple payment options tailored
to client preferences, maintaining complete transparency with no hidden
fees.

Commitment to Excellence

At Vardanyan & Partners, commitment to excellence is the foundation of
every client interaction. The firm is dedicated to providing the highest
standard of legal services, ensuring clients receive clear, honest advice
and practical solutions. This commitment extends to maintaining
transparency throughout the process, promptly addressing concerns, and
delivering successful outcomes that meet or exceed client expectations.
Vardanyan & Partners’ dedication to client satisfaction and legal
excellence has established them as a trusted partner in Armenian
immigration law.
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Contact Information

o Office Location:
4/3 Pirumyanner, Suite 12, Yerevan, 0054, Armenia
e Phone Number:
+37499001167 (also available on Whatsapp, Viber, Telegram and WeChat)
e Email Address:
info@vardanyanlaw.com
e Website:
vardanyanlaw.com
e Social Media:
LinkedIn: Vardanyan and Partners Law Firm
X (Twitter): Vardanyan and Partners
Facebook: Armenian-Lawyer.com



https://am.linkedin.com/company/vardanyan-&-partners
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Fi%2Fflow%2Flogin
https://www.facebook.com/armenianlawyer2019/?locale=ru_RU
https://armenian-lawyer.com/



